9 * — 


— ** ** 


- 


On che Sou cs of a 


With regard to L 


3 5 40 | * | 
By the late Nn HonounaBLe | 


0 «Sf * 


LordPrefident of the Court of Seſſion in Scotland. 


DUEL 1M 8 


G. and A. Ewindo, and R. Ma iu, 
- Bookſellers in Dame: rect. 


Doc 


2 g 2 4 1 
> % * — 1 
. bo « 
pq * 2 ö 


> 


* 


- 


N GE. 


G 
4 

% < — 
"i 
* of * 

* 2 

+. M08 


1 
* 

. - 

4 N - 

_— 


o : : 


Aa 
„„ Mins <jn | 2 | 
Sar 1 Fs * : < 


i edits noi. eee Ah a _ 


_— — — — — —— — 


4 v9 


— 


— 


— 


dt 


—— — 


* . 
* 
2 * 4 
— AS. — aA te bs e —— — — wo 


4 
* 
„ 
— 
e [ 
* 
* 
5 - 
0 
% 
* 
c 
1 
* # 
i . 
- 
* 45 
4 — 
4 _ 4 a 
» LY 
* j OY 
* 
oy 
* 
4 
Wy 
5 . 
*-Þ * 1 * 
\ % 
* 
» 
\ . 
. 4 
* * 
« 
4 
F wo * 
/ . y 
4 * * 
« 
- — 
* 
* 
* * 
5 i 
* 
* 
92 _ 4 
4 
* 
* __— 
9 
* 
. 4 
* 
? 1 
- 
4 * 
LY 
* 
/ 
* + YL 2 [1 * 
* 2 1 3 
. —— 2 —— — TL tilts IS + *r 
— — — — rr A — re wn ay — ——U—4—l.— — — — 
— — — — — — - — 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


IE following treatiſe was left im- 
1 perfect by ibe author, a late emi- 
nent lawyer ; who was no leſs conſpica- 
ous for his zeal in the cauſe of Religi- 
on, than for his ſincere love of juſtice, 
and an invariable attachment to the laws 
of his country, in the ſeveral high fta. 
tions be filled with applauſe. That it 
is unfiniſhed, Was occafioned by his death, 
an event univerſally lamented : that it is 
now publiſhed, is owing- to ſome of his 
Friends; who are willing to believe, that 
even a fragment by ſo maſterly a hand 
may not be an unacceptable preſent to the 

publick, . | 
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REFLEXIONS 
na 
INCREDULITY. 


T is raſh to affirm, that the univerſe, or 
even the folar ſyſtem, was made princi- 


be many more, and more conſiderable uſes fos 
it. It is at the ſame time not certain, at leaſt 
to me it does not appear to be fo, that there 
was any other uſe for creating theſe immenſe 
heavenly bodies, but to regulate the motion of 
| the earth; to produce the other Effects which 

ſome of them evidently have, and all of them 
in a greater or ſmaller proportion may have 
| on the earth; and to raiſe in man that idea of 
the magnificence, power, and {kill of the re- 


ator, which the contemplation of the immen- | 


* ſity, motion, order, beauty and utility of theſe . 
bodies muſt produce. | 


Ir is becauſe we know not whether thoſe bo- 
a dies are © inhabited, that we cannot pronounce, 


pally for the ſake of the earth, or of 
man; becauſe, for ought we know, there may 


* 


* 
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* Refiexions on Incredulity. 
that the utiliry they bring” Us, is or is wy the 
only end of creating them. * If they are inha- 


bited, the inhabitants muſt be of a texture ve- 
ry different from thoſs' of the earth. But we 


cannot deem it impoſſible, that beings may 


have been made, fit to: reſide, to act, and to 


think, in the very centre, as well as on the 
_—_— of the ſup. . 


4 4 SEE 60s 50 
? 81 ö 
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* Without e that ancfiog | 
whid; the ſcantineſs of our lights will not per- 
mit us to decide; ; it is obvious, that, befilies © 


the phyſi cal influence which theſe bodies. may. 


4 = 81 


have on the earth, and on us, it muſt have 


been « one, and that no inconfiderable end 'of 
the making them, to help man to  fach an ide ide 
as s has been mentioned of "the Creator. +6 | 


Dos oo. 


— 


"Ir is raſh to ay; that ky o one 1 of che 
furniture of this earth. is uſeleſs ; that there is 
not ſome utility in the various ſolls and me- 


tals; or that the different plants, inſets, rep- 


tiles, fiſh, fowls, quadrupeds, are not ne- 
ceſſary for certain purpoſes, though we have 
not yet diſcovered them. Who will day” 
uſefulneſs. to poiſonous plants; or dare affirm 


that moths, rats, toads, vipers, and other, 
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A, have not been intended for proper 


and fit uſes? It is bold to aſſert, that the 
leaſt animalcule diſcovered by the mein, 
has not its Kaen ee N | -_ Les Bags 
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IT as ndl to 45 that God fra. 


med all the ornament of this earth, to ſatisfy 


bimſelf that he could do it; ſince he perfect i 


. knew, that he 'could do every thing reve does | 
or OY, comraliion. ID 


7 


Bur, as the whole frame of this 2 1 


far as we know it, and every plant and U- 


ving creature chat are ' ſupported by it, are, to 
man, firict and very obvious demonſtrations 
of the power and wiſdom of the Creator; as 


the economy. and diſpoſition of the whale is 


of his goodneſs ;| it ſeems reaſonable: to con- 
elude, that one, poſſibly. the chief end of cre- 
3 thoſe things, uns, to ſhew God to man. 
NE 1 
"Mum of the produRiions: of hs 8 are, 
one way or another, for the nſe of animals. 


Many animals are the food of other animals; 


and, to be ſure, ſo intended by the maker. 


Map, as an animal, has. his ſhare of the legu- 


e 2. well. as aum food. Every ts 
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ving creature wants nouriſhment, and finds it 


ready provided; but. all have not eyes to ſee 
the bountiful hand that reaches it, Man has 
his proviſion in common with the other ani- 
mals; but then he has eyes that may, and, if 
he do not ſhut them, muſt-ſee the hand from 
which it comes. On the brute therefore, who 
cannot know. his benefactor, there i is no oblj- 
gation to duty or gratitude; on man, ho 


may and ought to know, there is and muſt | 


be. Why then may it not be fairly conclu- 
ded, that one of the chief ends. of crowding 
the earth with fo many wonders of the vege- 
table and animal kind, is, to fill the head of 


man with admiration, and bis heart with gra · 
titude 2. 


17 is raſh to fay that the bee knows, or 


makes uſe of any geometrical principles in the 


formation of its hexagonal cells; or that it is 


from any phyſical: knowledge of the-praper- 


ties of flowers, that it is directed to cull 
the ſweets that yield its honey from ſome, 
neglecting others. It is raſh to afficm, that 
the various tribes of ſpiders confider, and, 
from reflexion, and by mechanical rules, frame 


thoſe nets of different forms and (es, - that 


e It is raſh to ſup- 
poſe, 
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pole, 4 Ct. the (crows, the mag- ; 
pies, | frame their neſts, and make choice of 
that ſituation, from any antecedent reaſon-- | 
ing what is fitteſk to be done, or from any ar. 
chitectonical notions. It is neither reſſexion 
nor hunger that moves the cat to lie in wait 
ſo patiently and ſo attentively for the mouſe 
or the rat. Theſe actions they exert, proba- 
bly becauſe they are directed by their frame tg 
exert them; and to that diſpoſition we give 
che name of . 


171 is | falſe to fay, that men deſire to. eat and 

drink, from*knowing that doing ſo is neceſſa- 
ry to preſerve, their lives; or that they have a | 
deſire for the other ſex, from a deſign of pro- 
pagating the ſpecies.. Theſe diſpoſitions flow 
from their make : they hunger, they thirſt, 
they luſt,, whether they would or would not. 
In theſe things and ſome others, they are 
moved by han frame” as brutes are 


om aſide theſe naturaf, or ker 
Z mechanical diſpoſitions, man compared. with 
brutes is much at a loſs, except in. ſo far as. 


reaſon. and reflezion- eome- to his affiſtarice. © 


b determine him what t to 
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eat, what to avoid eating. It is but à ſmall 


Reflexions on Tncredul 


part of the globe, if any, that can afford man 
fruits or legumes to ſupport him the whole 
year round. His make is not fit for catch- 


ing animals to live on, were he naturally car» 


nivorous. No inſtinct, ſuch as appears in o- 


ther animals, directs him to this or that ſort 
of habitation; and were he not directed by 


980 ind —— > bows muſt 11 58 
riſh. 


M a * comes into the world much more 
helpleſs, and continues ſo 'much longer 


than any other animal we know. Without 


the care of his parents he muſt be ſoon loft; 
and without the inſtruction which their expe- 
rience enables them to afford his reaſon, he 
muſt continue miſerable, until his own expe. 
rience and oblervatioir yield matter for ib 
reaſon to work on. He therefore was evi- 


dently ſo framed, as to be obliged to follow 
reaſon for his guide; whereas all the other a- 


nimals n OE ee e 
e 340% 
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No ma but man wants „beg, ber 


than nature 1 lor it. Man can 
* hardly 


; hardy! lie in in any part o the gan "a 
he find " cloaking for kimſelf. | 


W Sigii but min ſtands ki; need of cook- 
ery, or any other preparation for his food, but 
what it has from nature, Man muſt prepare 
every thing almoſt, except fruits and legumes, 
before they are fit for his ſervice. Grain muſt 


be ground and baked; all ſort of meat muſt 

be altered in its condition by fire; and 1 doubt 

ſalt muſt by induſtry be found or made, be- 
fore the nouriſhment be proper for man. 


No climate yields ſpontancouſly food ſuff. 
cient for man, though all do for the brutes 


that inhabit them.. Man does not cultivate: 
the ground, nor find ſupplies for his wants, 


from inſtinct, but from. x obſervation. x ns rea- 


| n 


* 


NR ASO © n Bim ee in⸗ 

ſtin& in brutes. He ſees trees and all vege--. 
rables fpring from ſeeds; if he would have 
plenty he muſt plant or ſow. He ſees grains 
and fruits fall and periſh, unleſs they are ga- 
thered and * and he ſees the ant in- 

— 


EY Pon 1 n up W 
Theſe obſervations muſt lead him to produce 
and fave corns, &c. Cold makes cloathing 
neceſſary; the ſpider's thread and web fur- 
niſh matter for his fancy, and ſpinning and 
weaving are invented. Floods, and ſtorms, 
and winter make ſhelter neceſſary. The 
ſwallow makes uſe. of mortar, - the crow. of 
Nicks for its neſt: man's invention improves, 
on their inſtinRt ; at r fu buts riſe, and at laſt 
palaces. | | | 


* 


ENST IxcT carries brutes no farther than: 
to. what is fit and neceſſary : Reaſon carries: 
man ſo far; but then it, or at leaſt i it prompt- 
ed by vanity, carries him much farther. In 
Place of warm doathing, which nature re- | 
qpires,, vanity. will. have it rich and gaudy. 
The bluſh of the roſe, the plume of the pea- 
cock, and the ſhining wing of the butterfly, 
muſt be imitated. to deck our fine Ladies, and 
our much finer young Gentlemen. In place 
of convenient manſions, we maſt have ſump- 
tous palaces, eruſted with marble, and ſhi- 
ning with gold. In place of food fitted for 
aur ſtomachs by poaſting and bolüng, we run 
into 


into the „ * ä 


travagant taſte, by unnatural mixtures, that : 


_ diftreſs the ſtomach. And in place of uſing 


Vine, and ſtrong driak, our own invention, 


for neceſſary purpoſes, if any ſuch there ate, 


we make them the inſtruments of debauch; the 


means of debaſing our WAG and de- 
n . 8 0 _—_ 


4 199 0 unhappy ak Thetr f I 
| flint carries them to what is fit and conve- 
nient for them; but it carries em no farther 5 


it leads them to nothing that undoes chem. 


His Reaſon ſupplies in him the lack of inftin, 


and leads him to every thing that is neceflary 1 


or convenient; nay, bounds him to that when 
duly made uſe of. His Reaſon, beſides ſup - 
plying the place of inſtinct, was clearly in- 
tended for opening to him a ſcene of very 
delightful employment; the contemplation 
of the works of God, the veſſexion on his 

boundleſs might, viſdom, and: goodneſs, 

and the enjoyment of his favour. But unlue- 
 kily this laſt has. long ceaſed. to be any part 
| of his buſineſs. His Reaſon is made uſe of in- 


| deed, by all means, whether right, or wrong, 


o 


* 


10 Reflexions on Increi 


to purchſe things neceſfry and Sundl f 
but he does not ſtop there. He ſeldom oer 
makes uſe of it to prevent” the abuſe of theſe 
eonveniencios: on the contrary, he employs 
it in contriving means to raiſe and to gratify 
unnatural appetites, hy which his: conſtitution 
is hurt. And be ſeems to have no other 
view in the eonduct of his life, but to. ſatisfy 
thoſe vitious and deſtructive inclinations, 
which he himſelf has raiſed, and ſubſtituted in 
the room of thoſe which n was: depart 
ed ä 59 15845 20¹ | 


D 


: 


3 n ins t mitkrs fufciely foplies 
N.. with neceſſaries, and with Inſtinct to teactt 
mem to make uſe of them; and if they had 
eyes to ſee the Author of nature, they ſurely 
would be thankfül. Man is richly ſupplied 
| Up dy nature; and, in place of Inſtinct, has Reas 
16 ſon to teach him to apply to his uſe and con- 
Venience what nature bas produced. He has 
Wh beſides eyes to ſee the Author of nature, and. = 
| | of his bleflings, the giver of that Reaſon-that | | 
1 helps him to turn the product of the eartm _ 
| 18 to bis account; and he has in his make a 
Anpoſtion to) gratitude, as well as he knows, 
#- ? that. 
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chat een —— 44 con. 
pliance' with the Will of his Maker and Bene- 
factor, is his duty. But, alas 1 how ſeldom 
does he ſuffer that diſpoſition to be brought by 
Reaſon to act? How little is he employed in 
thinking! on nature, with a view: to diſcover 
ind admire its Author? and how: finall is his 
concern for. the will, for the bhonour- of that 
nene gen ad S e 2 


3? 2 
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BreAUsE be can n riſe e and gather 
fruits and ſeeds ; becauſe he can cotivert theſe 
feeds: arid friits into bread and wine ; becauſe 

be can manufacture lk, ' wool, and flax; be⸗ | 
_ cauſe he can ſmelt” minerals, and produce a 
ſort of new ſpecies of metals ; and becauſe he 
enn, by making uſe of his Reaſon, procure a ; 
vaſt varzety of gratifications to his taſte, and 
to His vanity; He forgets the Being whoſe oft 
that reaſon was! be is apt to look upon hint- 
ſelf as the creator of all thoſe things that af- | 
ford him ſubfiſtance or " gratification „ and on 
them as his ereatures; be thinks it lawful to 
make uſe of his ow. to any exceſs: and he 
at laſt drops into an opinion, that true felieity | 


| conſiſts in the gratification of all appetites, at 
any 


* 


14 Ada g 
— 
— rar ad. At 
. 
* 


2 — 
* 


_ any. expence , without _—_ to right - 08 ” 
wrong; and that every thing that may 45 


— 


be done to | compaſs that enten is law - 
ful. 77 
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Wu EN eee I 
tion of the mind; when the bias of the heat 


is the gratification of all luſts and appetites; 


when the gratification. of theſe luſts and appe- 
tites is directly adverſary to what right Rea- 


ſon ſays is the will of God, and. inconſiſtent 
with what it ſays world have been our chief 


felicity, even in this life, bad we purſued its 


no one can wonder . that right Reaſon is not 
conſulted, or its voice liſtened unto ;. Qr. that 


the crowd, eſpecially of the giddy and viti- 


ous, ſhun all correſpondence with Reaſon, all 


fort of meditation; and in place thereof, 
when they are {atiated with the. gratification 


of groſſer appetites for the time, and cannot 


proceed farther in the enjoyment, they take 


up with play, , or other the moſt ſilly, if not 
offenſive amuſements, rather than be left a- 
hne in the hands of ha. own er and 


| reflexions.. 7 | . 
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2 on 
raus has Reaſon, the higheſt gif that 
1 God bas been pleaſed to beſtow on men, by 
we perverſity of fooliſh guilty man become 


the inſtrument of his miſery. Reaſon was 

a given him, in place of inſtinct, to direct his 

5 choice; which was left free, that he might 

WU deſerve, and be rewarded for doing well: 

Reaſon was given, to guard him againſt the | 

| prevalence of luſts and appetites, and to lead 
him to the chief felicity his nature was capa- 
ble of: Reaſon was given, to let him ſee the 
order, the beauty, and the magnificence of 
the works of Ged; and thereby to diſcover 
the excellency, the power, the wiſdom, and 
the goodnefs of that ſelf. exiſtent Being: Rea- 
ſon was given, to ſhew him. his hae fate de- 

pendence on his Creator for every bleſſing be 
enjoyed, as well as the capacity of enjoying 
them; and to fill his ſoul with gratitude for 
the averflowing bounty of his Maker: And 
Reaſon was given him to complete and ſe= , 

eure his felicity, by a ſettled confidence in the 
favour and protection of the Almighty, fo 
long as he made uſe of it to controul and cor- 
re& diſorderly appetites; and to anſwer the 
end of his creation, in admiring, reveren- 


D a 


* — ND —— — ——5i 


MC. 


_—____ 


— 


er ere ep 


— 4 


r 
4 
— 


—— — 
—— —— — 


— — - 


== 


(4 


— —  - 


is Refleions on Tutredullty, 


ding, and adoring that' fource- of perfection, 
merey and goodneſs. But, alas! to what 
miſerable purpoſes has wretehed man employ- 
ed this mighty boon of heaven ! Reaſon, in 
place of reſtraining, has been made uſe of to 
encourage luſts and appetites, by inventing 
| Incentives to them: In place of leading men 
fo ſee their duty, and the true object of their 
Felicity, it it has been employed in contrivin g 
means to divert the attention from looking at 
either: Nay, in place of diſcoveri ing the | 
| boundleſs perfections of God, the abſolute 
dependence of man, ; and the neceſſary con- ; 
nexion between right and wrong, and Ie. 
wards and puniſhments, 85 it has been f | fatally 
made uſe of to hide the Deity from the ſight 
of men, to erect man into an independent 
being, to aboliſh all kopes and fears of re- 
wards or puniſhments, and to make felicity 
conſiſt in what is 8 truly the difhonour of the | 
huma ature, 4 6 oth 1 55 4 TE 12 N 
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Get as this phenomenon 18, nothing 
is more. certainly true; nor has any effect i in 
_ a more 1 a more "pitiful cauſe, 
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e were given to man, to — 
him to preſerue himſelf; and to continue the 
ſpecies. The natmal/ calls to eat, to drink 
to propagate the ſpeeite were neceffary; ale 
man employed in contemplation,” would Ion 
have.ceaſed to be. The acts of eating, drink. : 


ing, copulaingy- without the natural ſtimus- 


lus, have nothing inviting in them. And k. 
is an inſtance of the benignity of the Creator, 
that the gratificatio of thoſk "neceſſity appe- 
tites is attended with 4 very ſenſible plealire, 


Which te wards the obeying of nature's call; 
as it is an inſtance of his wiſdom, that when 


the ends of theſe natural calls are anſwered, 


aticry *rifucs; ant the Tbjetts covered” loſe 


their ctiarm, and cannot be fb much a thought | 


of witty ay reliſh; until natufe has  farttier der! 
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difterning- aut teaſoning, Wes erkannt to 


prompt min to Enploy thoſe” Faculties ' By: 


which the. Heity, and har" is owidgto'fittn,: 2 


might be diſcovered. And here again the: 
goodneſs of the Divine Being is manifeſt, in 
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Vs  calinelt- 


Lis + 4 U 12 48 


7 


——ͤ— 
— 
7 
. „ - 


- 
— —— S r wery 
” 4 F r , 
1 * 


— 
- ——— —- - 
„ 


Wd 
* 

4 . 

* 


— 


— 
* 
- Ws 


— — SO i 


a. 
1 8 72 


16 Refleions on Incredulity. 

calmeſt and moſt laſting. ſatisfaction, without 

that alloy which attends. the gratification of 

their other, carnal, appetites; and: with this. 

ſogularity, that the deſire of e is 
iaſatiable, and, like its object, re- 

warding nevertheleſs the ſeeker after know- 


ledge with very ſenſible * ia enery * 
of his * f 


"Tax deſre of * life, 3 to Penk 
of the natural impulſe to avoid ill), is the re- 
ſult of the pleaſures and enjoyments of both ; | 


| kinds provided for man in this life. 
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ative pla ted in man by his Maker, to diſ- 
bim to do bis duty; which is immedi - 
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. mtcly rewarded by the calm fatisfaQtion that 


F warms his heart upon having done it. The 
bation, of the Author aud Maker of all 
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_ the mind, ſuch — anger, fear, 


love, 


_ appetites, by inventing new meats, new drinks, 3 
new ſauces; by procuring variety of women 3 -;- £40 


* 


they regard ſociety : though thoſe alſo, as man 


has unhappily contrived the matter, in place of 


promoting the ends for which they were meant, 
hurry man on to miſery, and mY birth to 
many diſorders i in 2 


No w, thus qualified for anal what. 
has man done to enjoy, or to preſerve it? Why 


truly, finding an immediate pleafure attend 


ant upon the gratification of ſenſual appetites, 
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for noble, and for ſalutary ends; not only as - 
they reſpe&t man's duty to the Deity, but as 
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by erecting palaces ; by picture; by ſeupne; FE... 


by muſick; and by. numberleſs arts: 10-pleaſe 
and to amuſe, his Reaſon is made ule;of:to_ 
moſe purpoſes. only: And finding that, by 
the uſe of ew, ec RY _ 
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thoſe things, hut ther, though» hein für en 
heiog the ſtrongeſt af animals, hes by em- 
ꝓloying it, is more powerful than they are all 
put together; that he is -their- lotd and ma- 
Nex, andi they ſubſeruient to ohis uſes ; that 
be. can blow. -up; racks, alter the courſe of rĩ- 
wers, lock iup the ſea in baſons, join, in k 
manner, diſtant continents by ſhips; that he 
can imitate thunder, and lay whole coun · 
tries waſte; and chat thoſe things he ean do 
without any immediate eontroul or check from 
che Author of nature; he is apt to think he 
owes:all theſe advantages and prerogatives to 
hirnſelf, and to that Reaſon, which : diſtinguiſh». 
es him from the reſt of the viſible creation; 
and on that ſuppoſal, to conclude, that. nd 
emn of duty or gratitude is due to that ſu- 
perior: Ring, from —— 2mm d all : 
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aids dhe firm belief. of: endende SY 
ſolately neceſſary: towards: quicting his mind, 
in the-:career of brutal :folly in which the i 
engaged, :Reaſoni that : unfortunate': tool, ts 
aver? :uſe>of on every: occaſion) to (blind) is 
Oer. It was given 'by the Greator tobe = 
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made uſe. of and attended to, it would be ſo. 


| But, as man, has contrived to manage mat- 
I ters, it is liſtened to only when it ſuggeſts | 
t what 1 is fit to ſooth him in his fooliſh ſhameful 


courſes. On ſuck occiſions it it is the fole and 
ſovereign rule. But if it preſumes to check 
him; if it inſinuates, that he is no more than 
a poor dependent creature, debtor to the ſu- 
preme Being, and conſequently accountable 
for every talent, every bleſſing, every enjoy- 
ment; that ſuggeſtion is ſtraightway treated 
as the offspring, not of manly Reaſon, but of | 
mean daſtardly fear; a melancholy conceit, : 
nurſed vp in ſickly . imaginations ; * which had 
its origin in certain inventions of cunning law- 
givers, | who, , to keep their people in order, 
and in obedience to the laws eſtabliſhed, by 
them, publiſhed notions of right and wrong, 
and of rewards and pyuiſhments, which, con- 
veyed down by tradition, . have gained credit . 
with the weak, to, the great diſturbance of 
their quiet, and paſs for realities with enthu- 
ſiaſts. Unhappy man! Fatal effect of preju- 
dice: Reaſon, the ſovereign rule, is to be 
followed, and Mlowed'that name, or rejected, 
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nnd cllled the fit of inblabelichpior 3 : 


uſm, as it does or does not conform itſelf to 
| prejudices. TE f 


Bor what i is the * amazing on | this ar- 
ticle is, that in proportion as men are, or ima - 
gine they are poſſeſſed of knowledge, and of 
the art of reaſoning, in an eminent degree, 
their abuſe of that knowledge, and of the rea- 
ſoning faculty, to the prejudice of the end 


10 which it was chiefly meant, is the more 


conſpicuous. In antient times =P which are 
now called times of ignorance, when men 
did not pique themſelves on the deep know- 
ledge , and the profound ſkill in reaſoning, 
which we boaſt of at this time, there was a 


a general diſpoſition to reverence the Creator, 


and a profeſſed infidel was hardly to be met 
with. But, in theſe our days of ſuppoſed 
| knowledge, the guiſe is ſadly changed. Ex- 
cept amongſt thoſe called ignorant, not ma- 


ny are to be found that do, or pretend to be- 


eve in God. w_ 
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From the begining, a "raſloual being, un · 
Aided by learning, and the experience of for- 
mer 
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| A eaſily diſcern the hand of an 
intelligent, wiſe, powerful, and very bounti · 
ful Creator, in the whole and in every part 
of the fabrick of this ſyſtem that fell under 
his ken; and could as eaſily diſcover his own 
obligations to; and his dependence on that 
Being. And accordingly we ſee, by the ea 
lieſt accounts of time, that have come to our 
hands, all mankind, full of a perſuaſion of 
their dependence, full of reverence to the De- 
ty, ſoliciting: his ' favour and protection by 
prayer, by ceremonies, by ſacrifices, ſome- 
times human, nay of their firſt-born; and 
imputing all their favourable or croſs inci- 
dents that happened to them, to the good- 
will or. diſpleaſure of the ſovereign Being, 
whom it was their chief Plat: to JS: 


FR is true, that hs notions they y | 
entertained of the Deity were imperfect, as 
well as their manner of ſerving him corrupt- 
1 circumſtances that can. eaſily be aceount- 
ed for from the weakneſs and perverſencfs of 
& thoſe who took the lead indirecting their re- 
gious opinions and practices. But ſtill it is 
GT true, that the gtols of mankind 
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were. ſerious in their belief of the exiſtence of 
2 Deity, of their dependence on him, and of 
the occaſion they had for his protection and fa | 


. 


To ibis general diſpoſition of mankind it 
was in part owing, that the goſpel, upon its 
firſt publication, made ſo rapid and ſo ſur- 


priſing progreſs. No man at that time dovbt- 
ed of the exiſtence of a Deity, or of man's de. 
pendence on him. It was eaſy to ſatisfy eve- 


ry one who admitted theſe propoſitions, that 
mankind, by the corruption into which they 


bad fallen, ſtood mightily in need of ſome 


interceſſor, ſome mean by which they might 
be ſaved from the weight of their ſins. And 
it is no marvel, that evidence given to men 


ſo convinced, that ſalvation might be had 
through Ixs us, ſhould be received with glad- 


nels, 


AN p accordingly we ſee, that, in a trifle 
of time, the herd of mankind, in defiance of 


all diſcouragements, and of the moſt. ſevere, 


perſecuiions, from power, greedily embraced: 
and profeſſed this faith; and continued ſted - 
TE faſly 
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faſtly in che profeſſion of itz -notwithſtinding 


the monſtrous abſurdities with which the 
teachers of that faith loaded it, and the more 


monſtrous and ſhocking lives and manners of 
the teachers; until of late years, that what 
ought to have been improved into a bleſſing to 
mankind, has e turned. out to den 

deſtructin.. 4 HHH: A 5 ; 


In the period juſt mentioned, wicked and 
voluptuous men purſued wicked and voluptu- 
ous courſes; . and many. groſs villainies and 
abuſes were daily committed by profligate | 
men, which the degenerate condition of man- 
kind produced. But Qtill theſe wickedneſſes 
were diſguiſed, diſowned, or ſomehow ſought 
to be atoned for. The villain diſſembled at 


kaſt, and was forced to be ſo mean as to be- 


come a hypocrite. No man dreamed of pro- 
feſſing openly, that he denied the being of a 
God, or his dependence on, and being ac- 
countable to him. And if any one was in- 
deed ſo fooliſh, as well as impious, as to en- 
tertain ſuch a notion, (which by the by is 
with me a queſtion), there was no temptation 
for Wy" it; becauſe there was uo chance 
B 2 5 that 
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that any one ſhould concur in ſupporting ſuch 
emeriun. | 


have produced the contrary effect; increaſe 


in knowledge, from the more careful obſer- 


vation of nature, and from the peruſal os the 
works of the learned in all Ages. 


WBATE VER degree of acquiſition of know- 
| ledg oe from experienee, the longevity of the an- 
_ tedilayians mi ight have rendered practicable 


for any particular perſon, it is certain, that 


the ſhort period to which mens lives are now, 
and have for ſome thouſands of years been li- 
mitted, does not permit any individual to lay 


in any conſiderable ſtock of knowledge. And 


if he will know much, he muſt profit of o- 
thers, his contemporaries ; or of thoſe that 
went. before him, by tradition, or by writing. 

Hewcs. all arts have been perfected by de- 
grees. The experience of one age adds to 
| that of another. And if the diſcoveries of our 
| forefathers had not been handed down to us 
by-writing or tradition, we ſhould be as rude 


and 


FREW of late the caſe is ſurprizingly, and fad- 
Iy altered, by the very mean that ought to 
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ed as the moſt barbarous of them 


and unlearn 


were. 


ArTER writing became faſhionable among 
the ancients, the experience, the reaſoning, 
and diſcoveries of one age, were tranſmitted 
to, and improved on by the next. The in- 
quiſitive became diligent in peruſing the diſco- 
veries of former times: philoſophy became 
mightily in vogue; and it was no uncommon 
thing for men of parts, to dedicate their whole 
time to the contemplation of nature, and to 


place their whole felicity in employing al! 


their mental faculties in the inveſtigation of 


As purſuits of this kind are of all others 
the moſt noble, and the moſt ſuited to a rati- 
onal being, they ſoon became the moſt ho- 
nourable. Philoſophers were held to be wi/e 
men, and were called ſo tout court ; as un- 
doubtedly they held themſelves to be, though 
modeſtly they contented themſelves with the 
appellation of {overs of wiſdom only: and 
the vanity they had in being very much more 
knowing than other people, and in being 
4 - thought 
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he would quit it willingiy, or liſten, without 
ſome reluctance, to doctrines that ſhould 
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rational faculty, who does not know, that the 
purſuit of knowledge in any ſcience is attend - 
ed with very ſenſtble pleaſure; 3 or who doubts, 
thar à phileſopher, if bleſſed with, healthy, 
and meant „and temperance, 8 reaſonably 


| propo® io "drive Ini in the by 29 — 


7, with as: mach fatisfaQion/as - 
8 4 ee confidently [look for a 


hbppy Werenfior. And, ag this is the cats 


make him uneaſy in it. With ſuch prejudicg 
does amoſt every philoſopher of our days at- 


End to har bd dbily hears? preackedy and 


what the voice of all natur proclaims, of the 


duties which men owe to their Creator; of 
the regard which he expects from them to his 


wilf, aud of the bertafnty ef rewards and pu- 


niſhments; and is therefore: fertile! in objeRi- 
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"ho what puts our age in a much more 4 
lamentable caſe than thoſe: ihat were: befor 0 
it is, that whereas the number of philoſa-. | 
phers formerly was but very ſmall; the num - 


ber of pretended philoſophers: is now im- 


menſely great; and whereas books and lens 
ing were then in a few. hands, at preſent al- 
moſt every body can end. The preſs cit- 
culates books very cheap; philoſaphers from 
opinion, and, wits for, bread,... publiſh, Athe> 2 
iſm; and the half, learned and vitious read. 
With theſe the authority of the 
well as the objections: againſt docttines 
mens vices may induce” them to wich not to 
be true, go far; and thoſe of inferior learn« 
ing or rank are glad to follow) the opinions, 
as well as the vices of their betters >) ſo that a 
man that truly fe ars God, is ar this day al- 
moſt as 2 a a 6.8 44 an h was 
een park e 64.0 3 15 i 


nne „ . 
we more ſenſible, is, that though thoſe, phi+ 
3 | | loſophers. 
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ſpefts, think more juſtly than. they. And this | 
comes from the moral ſenſe in fd ; which 
they rather encourage than. ſtifle on that artÞ | 


&. 


cle, from the vanity of having 1 the good ofi- 
and ig of mankind, which they 

3 and, from this conſideration,” "that it 
is no Winnie to their purſuits. Whereas, 
brought up. with doubts of the very exiſtence 
of the. Deity 3 ; ripening into years, under a 
total neglect of all duties «hat may be 255 
to him; 7 immerged in purſuits. and 
whereof bing objedts.. are. pretty much incomn= 
patible, 0. 1 "thoſe duties z. and e 


Ugation to them, muſt-be highly offenſive to 


the Deity, and attended with. certain puniſh- 


ment 3 it is natural for them 66 wi il they may 


have made no miſtake in that article, and 


that they muy abr be found debtors to the di- 


vine we Julticr. Aud it I" them very! much, . 
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* if there. be e Cs as an intel. ä 
; 55 Being, , that has employed and diſplayed 
infinite, wiſdom, power, "and goodnels in the 
creation of this "univerſe ; ; that has ; 1 th 
" Pendous artifice ſtored this globe” w th every 
. thing neceſſary, not only for the 7 , but 
for the felicity of man”; that on all his works 
has Nat mped characters of the infinite perfec- 
"tions. abt overflowing goodhels of = Ad. 


RT oy that "bis given bo 'man, Ad to h u 4 


1 er al te ible eas; that f de 
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1s ; goodneſs, eyes to be entertained with the 
agnificeng ©, the beay auty, the harmony, and 
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1,90 * Creatge jp his, iſe ; and tp * 


ebe —— be bas on a the pes 


on 
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uf his deneficeat Maker; that has ſo mould- 
ed 


the arder of the uninerke; to ſee he perfect 
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rutle we eke eee of 


pen — en Mee üb- 
| He or was He not to be! diſcovered, admired; 


other hand, how -groſs\ muſt be the folly and: 
gaile of man Who, miſemploying his eyes, 


acc; ant thut has nm dhe 1. ; 


faction; that oven adds to the reliſh of the LY BE. 
vour 'feceived : what could have been iS 
view oft the Creator in beſto wing thoſe eyes, 


184 har 'Gſpoſit ien of heart and ſpiri ir? W 28s 


adbred;p Is 3 and reverenced; or was it 31 
indifferent to that pet fect and beneficent Be- 

ing, which way his creature employed his . 
eyes, or diſpoſed: of his heart? And, on the 


and miſapplyiug His hearty! has refuſed to ſee | 
the perfection of God in bis works; 33 and, in 1 
plate of -atknowledging: With gratitude Bis oboe 7 #7: 
ligation and dependence, chuſes to be indebt- 9 
ed 10 notking but! What nie wall Niture and 
chance, fbRitered by him im the room of 
God; and beſtows bis heart upon vanity, up- 


on he eeature in place of 2 Creator 2 
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ber Ses as ci/thighey) everence, loye, A 
gratitude :? Ingratitude te wen is marked with. 
the, blackeſt ſlain ; © what muſt then that vice 
be when it has for its object the ſource of all 
goodneſs? and * what. chance is there that * 
hall paſs, ui It is aſtoniſhing; that 
men who juſtly look with ſuch fer 
deteſtation on murder and parricide, ſhould 
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think ſo coolly on the abnegation of the Dei · 


ty ; which, deoyivg him bis tribute of 1eve- 
xence and gratitude, is. But the inſtances. of 
puniſhment which the magiſtrate, for the pre- 
ſervation of the ſociety, laflicts, helps to keep 
up the idea of horror that attends the firſt; 

and the forbearance of vengeance in the lat- 
ter, is by weak pretenders to Reaſon made an 


argument to coelade, age offence is: * 
ven. ors 30 e ee ae 55 | 14. e 


* 
& 


- 
g — 
— . 1 


- - 


11 i a Aan imagination, to "apc that 
men are formed with ideas of right and 
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cies, catinot 
the Deity, other 
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and ſeeing that they. are e good.” F What a 7055 3 
muſt the parts, the ſagaciry, - and te 
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admired Sir Wane Newton 4 
of the Omniſtient? And 3 
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how few.  Newtons * can mankind OA t of? 


Tbeſe are therefore not the qualities bat 


. the Deity” s regard. But a rational 
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2 Ae "which? following! wi. 7 rule 
may deprive bim of, and of the dangers and 


inconfeniences to which purſoing it may ex- 
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ject, to intitle n to 2 uten 
of his goodneſs and good- will for em. „ 
is remarkable, , that the only thing which God: © | 
claims of man in ſcripture is the heart; and 
ir 18 remarkable alſo, that poſſeſſion of the 
= heart of any of our own, or even of the brute * 
you- , is what ſecures. our affection in re- 
Petſuaſion of the friendſhip or love of 
ths of "our fellow-creatures, determines us to 
fentiments of the like kind for them; 50 and 
we cannot help, when a dog, a ci, or any 3 
other familiar creature ſhe ws marks of any — 
particular reſpect or fondneſs for us, to have - , 
pleaſure in that fondneſs, and to cheriſh or 
creature in return. Now, though to limit 
the ſovereign and ſelf. exiſtent Mind, by fup- 
poſing that it has juſt ſuch qualities and mo- | 
difications as ours, would be raſh > yet 3 
n be raſh allo to aſſert, that there dd not 
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mage, e „ his diſlike f 
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d of bein hearts in another 


ſult. Multitudes follow the direction of the 
* temperature of their body FO and are flaves. 0 
wee appetites. that prevail in them ; „ Which 
chain them to the oar they tug at, by dhe 


ment of what they are ſo fond of, deſtroys 
the appetite, pulls on diſeaſes and peeviſh- 
© - neſs, with early old age and decay; which 
. muſt be aitended with remorſe and horror, 
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| Byr here has the misforwng : This claim 
o the C Creator to the hearts of bis creatures 


cannot be complied with ; becauſe they have | 


. Luuſts and follies of very different kinds 
| = got poſſeſſon of their ſpirits, and the 
-gratifieation of thoſe is the object of their gur- 


immediate pleaſure they taſte in obeying the 
call of thoſe appetites; whilſt the very enjoy- 


It they do not carefully lock out from their 
thoughts 
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10 boch mn of duty,. 
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| that attends the exerciſe of . 
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2 2 deultles, by much the moſt ſub= + 
the . two, ſee, with regret and contempt, the F T0 
brutim folly jn which leir r ; 
are ; engaged. | They pity and deſpiſe mos:  / 75 

g mean font, bo never once taſted * 
faction that reſults from em- n 

4 powers. in the acquiſuion 9 5 
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that reſults from ben m 82 cbocel they 
feeds" They are glad to be thought wiſer and 
better than they truly He, 7 gin the nl 
matiom 6f*their' acqua ai intens; 00 & ar TY 
latans in ſcience, 2 byroerites f in . 
| The natural Sels of a approbation, 1 TO with 
chem, "they bave trabsferred from God to 

their fellowcerranures. The a app 5 * DL 
Telerved' or untere d. blows up 20 ' their 


On that, and. on, their in 5 eos la: knowledge, 
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; of any die for which hey Would exchange 
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their own, except one in N Which "hey 1 2 


ber more knowing" or more "elteerhed; - 
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5 the., whole, courſe of thg, lives. © of ſuck 
men, the true direction the; fears. was, ne 
ver once minded. Senſual 
not have for its obiecd, but it bad the, Creatas 
les;, and. knowledge,, with the, reputatzon of 


knowledge, it, -ardently; brewbed afiy and oo 


ef, that the houſted | 
was. no more than 
ſpirit; that death muſt eee 
judgment, for the abuſe of thoſe noble ta- 

nn lents which. their Maker had beſtowed 
x them ; and that chere is no way to eſcape u- 
e but by baniſhing thoſe vanities from 

ir heart, and yielding it entirely to the 
Gal joel would be go. c ſpot. of 
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= ' prayers, Penances, buil 
| 7 ? 


er any gther tranſient aQ, Its 
| »f's 5+ i | 
| have been liſtened to: but, as it vl 1 be 


| tisfied with 1 nothing less ban the heart, which 
ofophers 


« 4 % 4 | 
4 already beſtowed, bold wonder oh 

FEY Oo i is ho 
el 4% 10 Sti, it 3.3 Ht: 7 i it RE 


=” 
ey 


© *% 4 E42 gh 


To reſiſt the evidence that pow v ben 
them, from nature, from revelation, from 
all quarters, in behalf of religion; and to 
ſtifle the apprehenſions which it muſt natural- 
ege „ they” call in to o their àſſiſtance that 


boaſted Reaſon, which qualifies them to Jake 
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of God, ach of at Are 1518 ways: Hit 
and them they ty by that infallible touch. | 
tone; and if ought is propoſed to be belle 
ved of enber, Which they cannot diſünẽtly 
oomprehend the manner or cauſe of, the pro- 
poſition is immediately rejected, as abſurd and 
impoſſible ; or if any difficulty or odzection 
occur to their imagination which cannot in- 
ſtantly be dufolved, the validity of the odje- 
ction is ſtraigbtway allowed; and the profio+ 
fition to which it rekites, is condemned. ; But 
n is not all. If the propoſition condemned h 
bas 'revelation for its ſupport, the whole of 
revelation, together with the evidence for i i, 
une damned by the lamp; becauſe that can- 
not be the declaration of God, but wilt be 


* 


a palpable forgery, , which aſſerts any ; falthood, 
or, what i is juſt the ſame, | any tl A Y that d 
not 6 in | with ſhe. notions of 4 5 learned 
T nv = beet Freethinkers capnot e con- 
ceive how a ſpirit can: exiſt without, a body, 
or how a body, diſſolved, into duſt, and diſſpa- 
ted, can be reſuſeitated, they doubt of a fu - 


ture ſtate, and deny the reſurrection; ck 
| the 


ah 


tical union in Chilt, is. rejected, becauſe the 
man dot it enen de 8 pr „ Fae. 
foul od * in . eee * 
time confeſs, they neither do, nor can, whilſt 
they. remain in their preſent. en 


ceive bow the one c 2 on the other. „ 
5 3 12 4 EE : a N be” © 2 | NY ! 2 TT | 


ng dochine of the --Triniy, hares | the 
: Lage fate; and with wine more ſhew of x res- 
ſon; as, beſides the difficulty of comp 
ing the bow and the uberefore, in that $A 
Qrine, as commonly expreſſed, there is ſome 
appearance of contradiction © in, the terms, 
which makes it difficult to conceive what * : 
meant to be believed, But this appearance 
of contradiction i is owin g, n not to the revelation 
from which the knowledge of that hiftory i is 
derived, but to the . and folly of the 
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en ef aheir e perould: rake den ben 
hat revelation does not; and to 
e n ee to 
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= the Ferna, the avenger of wrong, 


; and irewarder of right, is GOD: that what 
it characteriſes the Sox, the'WorD, the 
: Creator of the world, the Redeemer of W 
bind, ſent for that purpoſe by the Father, is 
GOD; that the HoIY SprarT, the cor- 
reſpondent with, and Comforter of the pi. 
Tits of men, is GOD; and that neverthe- 
leſs the: Dzrry, the SELF- EXISTENT. BE. 
| ING, is but ONE.' That theſe matters are 
f ſo, the ſeripture expre Ely declares, and the 
7 manner in which it exprelſes the laſt pro- 
YN poſition, 
N - 
11 
LL ET OPT MERE INE ALPS : 
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preme Being, the leaſt of whoſe works are in 


3 the figure. and form of the Deity; 


ginal ſays, IE HO AH. our; Gods. is one 
SE gun ry oy = fag, for ſo 
the; word tranſlated / Lord i — 
Abet is thore in — no ur 6 
ceptions, or in our reaſon, that can 
us -49 determine dhe modus of — 4 
or of the action of the iaviſſble Deity? That © 
ve have no ſort of idea of the ſubſtance af + 
that ſquk; which, acts in uf of 9 


of 'itzexiſtence gr actions, is an agreed point 5 
what impyilepee. then mut ds e 10 fr 


manner o of exiſtence and aging of the Sus 
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us antients, ry refined than we, "ai: 
and, knowing, none more perfect or no- 
ble, as they apprehended, than, that of. man, 
beſtowed: upon the Deity a human ſhape and 


ute, ; The impropriety of this grols imagi- 
nation 
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fancy, Tom 
wk bodies, abſolutely 
other without 
*Qtuated by one prinviple, mo- 
ving by one will, with one conſent, 


each affected by the accidents that LA ei- 
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connexion, but a- 
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it the ſcripture. repreſents 


conception. a W4 


concerning the Deity. But then, habituated 


to the ſight of ſuch an extraordinary creation 
as has been mentioned, the ſeripture · doctrine 
would ceaſe to be ſo ſhocking, as it. is to our 
wiſe men; and yet from their knowledge 

the machinery of nature, they will hardly 


take upon them to fay, that the, Deity, could 
not have created ſuch an animal as bas been 


feigned. 


a 


Is this flexion wants any further. Waſtes 


tion, let the viſion of Ezekiel, chap. i. & * | 
be conſidered. Four living creatures, 5 Wiler 
he knew to be the Cherubim, actuated by one 


ſpirit, moving with one conſent whitherſo- 
ever they would; attended by as many 


wheels, moving ſpontaneouſly in the fame 


manner, becauſe the /pirit of the living. crea- 


ture was in them. This plurality and uni- 
ty expoſed in viſion to the Prophets view, 


muſt have leſſened his difficulty againſt admit- 


ting the nige which ſo much offends our 
D FTtee- 


ul ee bad 3 4 


7 
* 


2 ever | | offered irſelf to cheir r imagination. 
It is not neceſlaty 
I Far ibe Cheri was eld pitebed _ 
| OT. Deity to repreſent the divine na: 
with man united to what the lion in 
— keroglypbieal figure denoted. It is ſuf- 
ficient to obſerve, that if ſuch living creatures 
had exiſted in nature, and had been ſeen and 
known, as the Prophet ſaw living and acting 
in viſion, the myſtery exploded by philoſo- 
phers would not have been quite ſo i incompa- 
tible with common notions as they pretend. 
And therefore it is abſurd for wiſe men, to 
declare againſt a matter of fact aſſerted by the 
higheſt authority, for no other reaſon, , for- 
" footh, bur that their obſervation or experience 
has preſented them with nothing that ſhould 
furniſh. an Rr idea of it, | 


. Uxon bY fame ſort of achtes our mo- 
dern reaſoners reject the doctrine of Chriſt's 
ſatisfaction. They cannot conceive how the 
puniſhment of one who is innocent, ſhould 
atone for the guilt of another. This to them 
appears to be contrary to the eſſential juſtice 
| hes | - 
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ptuous men is een That juſtice, accor- 


ding to our notions, will not condemn: one 
for the fault of another, is manifeſt, But · if 


the innocent ſhould conſent to ſuffer for the 


guilty, where is the violation of juſtice in per- 


mitting it? If the innocent again has ſome 
great and noble end j in view by ſubmitting to 
that ſuffering, fit to recompence a thouſand- 
fold the grief borne, where is the injuſtice 


of permitting bim to put bimſelf i in the place 


of the. guilty? If the innocent perſon is all 
mercy, all bowels, all compaſſion, and can 
ſaſtain the puniſhment which the broken- 


hearted repenting criminal cannot; what is 
ſhocking in the belief, even according to our 
common notions, that, 'to comply with the 
benignity of his nature, he might ſubmit to 
bear it? It is true we may not ſee ſo clearly 
* the divine Juſtice ſhould be ſatisfied for 

B 2 ' 


-offence: of one by the —— bf And! 
. _ 1 the light of nature would not 
have led us to diſcover, that we guilty offend- 
ers were to be delivefed from puniſhment by 
the ſufferings of another: but is that a'reafon 
why we ſhould not take God's word for it, if 
he has been' pleaſed" to aſſure vs' that it is ſo? 
Do we know fo intimately the nature of his 
"eſſential juſtice, as to be certain that it will not 
permit him to accept of a vicarious ſatisfacti- 
on? Amongſt" men, we know, that debt o 
ing by one may be diſcharged by payment 
made by another; and are we certain „ that, 
in the court of heaven, one man's obligation 
to juſtice may not be cancelled upon another” 8 
voluntary fulfilling of it? He little thinks on 
the unmeaſurable difference that is between 
the narrowneſs of the human underſtanding, 
and the immenſity of the divine, who dares 
Teſt on ſuch concluſions. | 12 


* 
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: | AnoTRAER inſtance of mens making their 
own confined obſervations, and conceptions 
the meaſure and touch-ſtone of truth, is, the 
prevailingꝰ opinion that - diſcards providence, 
denies a future ſtate, and conſequently re- 
67 " nounces 


— 


caſe of dee. l err woe 
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e ale anda eee ade 
vation that the | Deity does not interpoſe in 
any extraordinary manner in the aranſuRtiohs. - 
of this lower world 3 that every thing prot 


of 
is 


ceeds in it according to the concurrence of 
nawral cauſes ; that che ſame events be fal the 


wicked as the virtuous, with the advantage 


moſt commonly on the ſide of the vitious; 
that the ſtrongeſt battalions, conducted by the 
beſt officers, ſucceed.in battle 3 and that vice 
and villany is triumphant, when conducted | 


by- Rt Without any appearance on the part 


of God in providence a0 Predent ches effects of 
the Wilen or to correct the authors of 
it: and from theſe. obſervations the collection 
is, that all actions NN and that a 
future ſtate 1 is N 


. w., ws theſs ras, 8 
15) true, and that there is not the leaſt inter- 
poſition of the Deity in this world, what is 


the neceſſary conſequence ? Whether that all 


actions are indifferent, in flat contradiction to 
n n ei 


rewards and puniſhments? If there are ſuch 
things as right and wrong, if the Deity is in- 
telligent, and if juſtice: is an attribute of that 


Being, the laſt muſt : neceſſarily be the true 


concluſion. But as the admitting it might be 
attended with ſome uneaſy apprehenſions, and 
might require a change of heart and conduct, 
the moral ſenfe, the moſt intimate convicti- 


on, muſt be {mothered, and intelligence and 


Juſtice denied to the infinitely n _ 


Bor, after all, on what js, chis important 


| propoſition , That the Almighty bas abſolute- 


ly abandoned all ſublunary things to the dire- 
ction of chance, founded? Why, juſt on this, 
That none of our wiſe men have ſeen any mi- 


racles wrought of late times; and they are not 


diſpoſed. to think it poſſible, that any could 
have been wrought in the more early; -and it is 
4 truth not to be conteſted, that the ayes ſuc- 
ceed in this world, fully as ee as the juſt. 


Bur if they were to be aſked, Whether 
Fi are certain, that no cauſe has interpoſed 


or that ere muſt be a —— ee. : 
the actors muſt ſeverally be diſtinguiſhed by 


1 5 eee ee 


have obſerved and whether they are ſure, 
that there. are no ſecret ſprings in providence, 


unſeen and unthought of by wo to which 


important events are owing? if they would 


not be laughed at, they muſt anſwer in the 


negative; which is enohgh to deſtroy the cer- 
winy of der raden. n 


Der to examine the thing more careful 6 
ß muſt diſtinguiſh between individuals of 
the human ſpecies, and fates and kingdoms $ 
which by us are conſidered in ſome fort as in- 
dividuals, and may be ſo by the Ruler of the 
- univerſe. Though men be not puniſhed or 
rewarded here, they may meet with what 
they deſerve hereafter. But if ſtates and king- 


doms are not to meet with any correQion in 


this world, they cannot be conlidered as pro- 
per objects of it in another. 


No v, it is a certain truth, that all ſtates and 
| kingdoms/ in- proportion as ey grow. great, 
wealthy, and powerſul, grow wanton, wick- 
ed, and oppreſſive. And the hiflory; of all 
1 e D ages 
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of their.iniquity was full: nor is it poſſible to 


new that any one ſtate or Kingdom has been 
oxerturned that did not deſerve it at the hand 


of Providence; however little they may have 


deſerved it at the hand of the tyrant or op- 


preſſor who brought their calamity upon them. 
In this argument it is not neceſſary to ſay, 
that no unjuſt war ever proſpered. Provi- 


dence may make uſe. of the vitious and wick= 


ed diſpoſition of any prince, or of the ruler 
of any ſtate to execute juſtiee upon a power 
fated. to puniſhment. And the only queſtion- 
which the adverſaries to Providence have to 
anſwer, is, How they can be ſure, that thoſe 
deſerved judgments were the effect of mere 


fortuity, without the leaſt intervention on the 


part of the Lord of the univerſe ? 


Tux courſe of providence with reſpect to 


individuals of the human ſpecies undergoes a 
very different conſideration, and ought to be 


viewed in a light which no Freethinker ever 
thought of. If by pra hn and proſperity 
in 


ages gives ew de fat exſtophe of 
all ſuch ſtates and kingdoms, when the cup 


= patina ge all | Hees, wy fn. 


in all purſuits ; it may be ſafely allowed, that 
the beſt man is not the happieſt or moſt pro- 
ſperous: but, if by happineſs, and proſperity. 


is meant, the full and quiet enjoyment. of all 


/ 


the pleaſures that man, . conſidered as a ratl>, 


onal being, is capable of; and ſucceſs in all 


the purſuits in which, as a reaſonable creature 
he ought to engage; there is no doubt, that 
the good man will be found to be the moſt 
compleatly happy 3 3 and with that god man 
as little doubt that the Maker and Sovereign 
Lord of man has not abandoned the care of 
him to blind chance. „„ 


A 


Taz man who, , eee all OM for 


the Author of his being and happineſs, cen- 


ters all his views upon himſelf; who, born 


with a vigorous body and keen appetites , ſuc- 


ceeds to, or acquires means to gratify all his 


brutal deſires; and plunges into the enjoy- 
ment of whatever his luſt directs him to, is 
not, in the eyes even of the moſt freethink- 


ing philoſopher, happy. His purſuits, as welt 


28 his enjoyments , are mean and beaſtly ; 
D 5s 4 


= 780 85 Flint an Ac! 
aft and fs! N diſca aft 
cburſe of "his Felicity'; 5 age, with 
infirmities, diflolve* "the" charm © ' what bound 
bim, pleaſures of all ſorts 10ſe their relih 3 
and the tetrors* which death unsvoldable muſt 
bling, are nd way to be'crided, but by baniſh< 
bog all thoughts of death. from che wind. 
' Such a man's poſſeſſions and « enjoymients can 
not denote him happy; nor would a wiſe mare 
| pray for theſe bleſſings as the portion with 
which he was to be contented, unleſs be | 
might obtain this oiker boon, that q he thouls | 


never decay nor die. F 


* A. ? 
p ET 423 1 7 6 


No philoſopher that breathes the air, is fo. 
Ally as to maintain, that the objects of the 
purſuits of the avaritioiis „ or of the ambitious, 

| whether in the political or martial way, are 

objects fi for the purſuit of: a rational. creature; 8 
or that ſucceſs in thoſe purſuits is fit to 4 

note ſuch a creature bappy · And if they, will 

take an impartial view of their. own boaſted 


felicity ; if they will draw up a fair account 
of the ſum of their learning and knowledge, 
and of the happineſs they have taſted in the 
acquiſition and enjoyment. of thoſe bleſſings : 


ad rie «it teddy kt t agalnſt jt che An 
coveries they muſt hive” made of the ſeanti- | 
neſs of their knowledge, the weakneſs of 
their underſtanding, and their neceſſary de- 
pendence on ſomewhat not within themſelves 


for their Aare, Noh 11 never bare 
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ding g to thoſe rte, 7 certainty Y 
death, and the uncertainty of what may come 
after ; the balance of the account will doubt. 


jeſs ſtand on the wrong ſide; and will ſhew, 


that though they have been more happy, or 
rather leſs miſerable than the proſſigate of the 
higher or lower claſs of mankind, yet neither 
their purſuits nor acquiſitions can give them 
any title to conſider themſelves, or to be con- 


lidered by others, n as Ng happy. 


8 on 5 other hand, 2 the eaſe is 
chat man en. who, delivered n a 
, with the bowl fo which. bed was crea- 
ted, endeavours with all his powers to an- 
ſwer the deſign. Such a one taſtes the fame 


: pleaſure i in all ſenſual enjoyments as the great- 


eft epicure ; and has as quick a reliſh of all 


mentak 
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- By 1 then he 3 with yy »-phlloſapher, 
that thoſe. ſenſual <pjoyments are mean and 


| heaſtly, unworthy of. the purſuit, of rational . 


creatures: that they are annexed to the per- 
formance of the animal functions, to induce 
men to do acts neceſſary for their own pre- 


ſervation, rand the Propagation of the ſpecies; | 


bur which they never would think of, but for | 
the appetites implanted in them, and the 

pleaſure which attends. the gratification of the 
appetites ; and that ſatiety and uneaſineſs AC» 
companies the purſuit of thoſe Pleaſures any 


farther than 13 requires. 


: Axp he ſees, by the n of his ratio- 
nal powers, what few philoſophers attend to, 
that the eyes of his mind were given him to 
diſcover the immenſity, the power, the wif 


dom, and the' goodneſs of the Creator in his 


works ; to diſcover the overflowing bounty of 
tha: perfect Being to him ,- and his conſtant de- 
pendence on the Author and Source of his 

dapplack 3 


tions he lies under, with, reverence and gra- 


titude to obey and to 88 the Sovereign 
of the univerſe ; to diſcover his duty towards 
his fellow. creatures, as well as towards his 
Creator; to diſcover, that the favour of the 
Almighty muſt attend performance of duty, 
as his diſpleaſure muſt follow the ungrateful 
breach of it; to difcover, that the favour of 
God is the only object worthy of the purſuit 
of the heart of man; and to difcover, that 
the beſtowing that heart, and all the deſires 


of it, on ſenſual brutiſh pleaſures, or any o- 


ther vanity, to the excluſion of the Eternal 
is the moſt horrid, as well as the moſt fooliſh 
crime that can 2 be OS 


Tur Fer of life are ee by: this 
man with as much, perhaps with more reliſh, 


than by the libertine. But then they do not 
pervert the heart. The only motion they are 


capable of exciting there, is, gratitude and 
thank fulneſs to the bene fieent Donor. The 


aequiſition of knowledge is taſted by him with 
as much delight as it is by the philoſopher z 


though it produces in them very different ef- 


— 


Saab 1 . g it fills with a 
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the proper otzect, does not ceaſe to taſte wi h 
pleaſure the common bleſſings of this life; nei- 


ther does he fail to beſtow the proper induſtry 
to acquire, and to preſerve them. But then 


he conſiders them only as fo many ſugar- 
plums. given by the Creator to make his con- 
finement to his priſon of elay more palatable ; | 
which muſt have an end when his enlarge- 


ment begins. He laments the unhappy con- 


dition of thoſe who ſeek after them as their. 
chief good. He would neither acquire nor | 
preſerve them at the expence of doing one 


ſingle act that might forfeit the favour of his 
Maker and Benefactor: neither does he re- 


pine at the privation of them; knowing, that 


it could not happen without the will and plea- 


ſure of his Lord and Maſter, the Sovereign 


af the univerſe, to which his heart and will 
. y ſubmit. | 


Taz man hs has fixed his heart vpen 


CourAA e Haphinel of this man 4 
that of the greateſt favourite of fortune, who 
bas ſet his heart on other obje cts, and Who 
bas had the full gratification. of all his appe- 


 tites, ſo far as the courſe of humanity will 
permit; but who. muſt die, and leave thoſe 
enjoyments, uncertain What is to happen 
hereafter. This man enjoys, in common 
with the wiſe and the voluptuous of his rank 
in the world, all the fenſual and mental plea- 
ſures in which they delight, without the al- 
loy that muſt torture their minds, when they : 
think of parting with them. But then he has 
in himſelf a conſtant fource of unalloyed joy, 
to which they are utter ſtrangers. | The a- 

bundant goodneſs of the Giver of all thoſe | 
bleſſings, « fills | his foul with gratitude | and 

thankfulneſs, and diſpoſes him with joy to do 
what appears to him to be his duty; and 
conſciouſneſs of that happy diſpoſition pro- | 
duces the "moſt firm confidence and reliance 
on the favour and good-will of his omni- 
potent Benefactor; from which he! is to look 
hereafter for joys of a different nature from 
thoſe which in this life he Mohts, when they 


ſtand in the way of his _ Every act of 
duty 
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gill. e re is, : ſenkly, fel, Wong 


q not eaſily expreſſed. . k A mouthful of meat be- 


ſtowed on a hungry beggar, gives the heart 


of the donor more real ſatis faction, than the 
reliſh of the food gives pleaſure to the craving; 
ſtomach, or the moſt delieiou 
to the vitiated palates of the voluptuous. And 


the particular excellency of theſe en joyments 
is, that no exceſs can ſurfeit or pall the ap- 


Pn no accident can pa him of them. | 


if 


"To: a man | poſſeſſed of hich an . | 


ble ſtock of happineſs, the pleaſures of this 


| life appear but mere baubles ; and the priva- 
tion of them a trifling loſs. Life itſelf he is 

diſpoſed to reſign with willin gneſs, derm 

to him death has no ſting. pl RISE. 


Ir then felieity, even * this life, does not. 
depend upon what are called the gifts of for- 
tune, but on the diſpoſition of ſoul that has 
been deſcribed, with what countenance . can 
any Freethinker maintain, that in this world 
there is no interpoſition of the act of the Dei- 


| ty, 


Gainty: gives 


ty, no ſpecial providence ? It may indeed be A 
true, that wealth, and honours, and power 


do not attend. the ,moſt deſerving ;; and that 


halters, and infamy, and want do not lay, 


hold on the vitious: but will it follow, from 


our not being able to ſee the hand of Provi- 
dence in the diſtribution of thoſe periſhing 
favours on which the real happineſs of man 
does not depend, that the Framer of the 
hearts of men has no eee een, with 
them, and never interpoſes to determine 
them to that wherein n chief f Kley con- 


fiſts ? 


1111 


The proof of the bees 1 be of 


of Fg: a of ——_ Kerr op 


of the deſperate condition of thoſe who, neg- 


lecting God and their duty, purſue fading 
pleaſures and vanity with their whole ſpirit; 
and of the real and - permanent. happineſs; of 
ſuch as enjoy all the gifts of God with thank 


fulneſs, and gratefully, make it the buſineſs 


of their lives to obey his will, and to obtain 
his favour, . are. ſo conſpicuous, that nothing 


omg to be wanted towards their producing 
| Conviction, 


Abs eee that Gall turn db 9 


eye, and fix the attention upon them; be- 
cauſe, if they are duly conſidered and attend · 
ed to, the evidence is irxeſiſtible. Now, as 

that attention may be raiſed by various inci- 


dents, ſometimes by ſickneſs and diſtreſſes of 


different kinds, ſometimes by a happy educa- 
non, ſametimes by the converſation of pious 


tation, which a thouſand cireumſtances ſeem- 


ingly accidental concur to improve; why 


ſhould we conclude, that all theſe incidents 
are purely accidental ; and that the perſon | 


transformed, by them, from a miſerable 
brute to a happy man, owes the change to 
blind chance? Whatever vain reaſoners may 
imagine or babble, the perſon whoſe eyes are 


opened by thoſe incidents, acknowledges with 


TI the hand we. God in them. ; 


> 


Bor e Freethinkers might b be ani 
fed for concluding, however raſhly, that Pro- 
vidence does not interpoſe in the government 
of the external tranſactions of this world, be- 
cauſe, after all the obſervations they can 
make, they have not compleat evidence to 


ee erde adage och e 


for pretending to judge, that the merciful and 


beneficent Spirit of God does not work upon 
the ſpirits of men? From their proper expe- 
rience they car draw no mn as they 
have locked out all ard | | 

their heart; and what alles in the ſpirits of 
other men they can have no knowledge of, 


nor n wen mr n no 


A n e 3,-1.4) ; Wd 
eke hens, ee. much offi & 
ction and reaction in matter, and imagine 


they underſtand what they ſay; what ſhould 


binder them to believe, that there may be 
fuch a thing as action and reaction between 
ſpirits, even between the infinitely perfect 
Spirit and the ſpirits of finite men? If gra- 
titude obſerved in a dog produces ſome regard 
and kindneſs in the mind of his maſter, why 
may not the gratitude, the warmth of the 
beart of man, work ſome ſimilar effect in the 


all- ſeeing Mind? and who dare preſume to 


ay, that it may not act on, and comfort the 
ſpirit of man in return? If that beneficent and 
all-· powerful Spirit does not ſhew his kindneſs 


ia. wks: e NY power, ah Hikes 


pleaſures; it is.becauſe they are not real goods; 


becauſe: they are not the object of the & 


and i wihes: of the party favoured; and bes ; 


eauſe, i in place of doing them real good, 
might call off the affe 


this is ſo true, that croſſes, diſappointments, 
and diſtreſſes, may juſtly be conſidered as. 


acts of the greateſt kindneſs, hen they tend 


to recal the ſtraying mind from vanity, and 
eme e. n 4s 

32 7 4 
How ow; * famine A 
ed man deny the- interpoſition of Providence, 


becauſe. he does not ſee the ſecret ſpring by 7 
which it acts, or know the intentions of the 
Inſerutable? Or how can he, becauſe a ſatiſ- 
factory reaſon does not appear to him for the 


long-ſuffering patience and forbearance of 
the Moſt Mereiful, doubt of the exiſtence or 
juſtice of that Being; deny a future ſtate; or 
maintain the indifference of all actions, as to 
right and wrong? But ſuch is the fatal effect 


of * en of en _ and of the 
| oo 


fFegions from that e 7 
eiſe herein his true felicuy eonſiſts. And 


5 geflecllon 1 5 it from the'rrue e to vie | 
and _— e ; 
'T AE extreme e folly of modern Freethinkers , 

1 much leſs accountable or excuſable than 
that of the” ancients. The ancients had no 
certain lights but thoſe of nature. Thoſe na- 
torally led them to ſee the vanity of the pur- 
ſuits wherein they were engaged, the de- 
pravity of the human nature, and the conle- 
quences which might attend their courſes 
hereafter, Thoſe were but melancholy reflexi- 
ons, leading to deſpair, and tending to four 
every enjoyment ; as they had no certain in- 
timation, that any method was chalked out 
by the Deity for the expiatio of fin, and for 
reſtoring offending man to his favour ant 
protection. And therefore it ĩs not to be won- 
dered at, that they baniſhed from their 
thonghts ſuch gloomy uncomfortable ſpecu- 
lations. But our modern madmen hear eve- 
ry day of mercy and pardon offered by the of- 
fended Deity to offending ſinners, if they will 
receive it thankfully. They are told, that 
this is the declared will of God, and that there 
is compleat evidence of its being ſuch; and 
| they 
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the pally 1 — ee, of their 
fellow-creatures. But all this will not do. 
Their heart is given to other objects; and 
they hear, that theſe muſt be d 
fore 20 can ſhare of ty ante rare. 


n 


10 0 e e roontetionge, and 
the character of Freethinkers, they muſt af. 
gn ſome, reaſon for their revolting againſt 
| revelation. And this they readily do... They 
. lay, falſely, that they have carefully exami- 
ned all the evidence for revelation ; and they 
ſay, honeſtly and truly, that all the evidence 
which they have - conſidered, / has not been 
ſufficient to ſatisfy their objections, and to 
convince them, that what is called revelati- 
on is really ſuch. 


Tur they have carefully examined all the 
evidence, is abſolutely falſe. No man ever 
did, or can do ſo, without receiving perfect 
_ conviction, It is a queſtion, whether any 
profeſſed Freethinker who has hitherto ap- 
peared, had learning or talents ſufficient to 
examine the evidence. It is certain, that none 
| who 
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for the proof of any propoſition that may re- 
ſult from the nature of things known to them. 


7 ns eben to our neighbour, a an ingrati- 
fenſive, and . ought to be OW by perfect 


If ee ede ad merey, to. * 
5 repenting men from deſerved puniſhment, 


has contrived a method of ſalvation by. ſend- 


ing his Son to the world to ſuffer for them; 


and if, to prevent their deſpair, and to en- 
coutage their repentance and amendment, 


bliſh his pardon, with the conditions of it, to 
mankind; this muſt be admitted to be a' mat- 
ter of fact not diſcoverable by any inductions 
4 priori; becauſe it is in ſome ſort adverſary 
to our general notions of right and wrong; | 
and therefore, to have any effect on the 
minds of men, muſt have been publiſhed 
with ſuch a degree of evidence, as muſt ne- 


ceſſarily gain full belief; ; and if it was the in- 
tention 


dence muſt be of that nature that is fit to car · 


ry came to * * whom the ee 
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"Acconvrncry this revelation, which 
was made ſoon after the firſt tranſgreſſion, 
was renewed from time to time, under eir- 


cumſtances ſo diftinguiſhed, as could not poſ⸗ 
ſibly leave any doubt, that it was the decla- 


ration of the Deity. And, by. wiſdom and | 


power more than human, ſuch a ſort of evi- 
dence has been contrived and preſerved for 
the authority of that revelation, as far ex- 
ceeds, in point of certainty, the proof of a- 


ny other event that ever happened. That 


ſuch cities as Babylon and Carthage exiſted ; 


that Cæſar won the battle of Phar/alia, and | 


was murdered in the Roman ſenate, no one 


"doubts. But if all the documents for the au- 


thority of revelation were brought together, 
the proof in this laſt caſe is by ſo much 
ſtronger than that in the others, as the be- 
lief of it is more intereſting to mankind, 

2 n 


—— gain belief i in «Gai ages, the evi. 


and vanities on which-they dosted. To pre- 
vent this diſgrace and irreparable damage, 
arms muſt be taken up againſt the evidence 


: that inſults their quiet; any obze con, (of 


which there are, and muſt be muleitudes), if 
it cannot eaſily be anſwered, is a demonſtrati 


on ſuperior to all the evidence for revelation: 
and they look in to revelation, and to the exi- 


dence for it, only to arm e with 


FR is ond no- wonder, that men whoſe 
prejudices. ſtand ſo much in the way of belie- 


ving, do not give chemſclves the trouble to 
ſearch after, and to collect all the proofs for 


re velation. . It i is a laborious work. All the re- 


mains of ancient hiſtory, and the compoſures 
of the learned of thoſe times, muſt be exami-. 


E 


revelation is recorded, muſt be attained ; and 


velation ſince the advent of "Chriſt, muſt be 


adverted to, before one can ſay that he is 


poſſeſſed of all the evidence, and before he 


can form a judgment of many of the object · 


ons which Freethinkers mio ve. But that none 
of them who have wrote , have given them- 4 
ſelves this trouble, is plain from their writ- - 


ings ; which contain little more than ſmat- 


| rerings of learning, to which the cus have 
helped them, and which tbey ſeem, without h ut 


due examination, to have taken on truſt. 


Troven it has pleaſed the mercifbl wiſ- 
dom of God, to ſcatter proofs of his revelati- 
on over all the antient nations, and to pre- 
ſerve documents of them down to our days, 
for the conviction of obſtinate infidels, and 
for the confirmation of the faith of the inqui- 
ſitive who believe; yet, happily for the bull 


r ch 
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lated; as to * r ache that M. 
_ edaſcious ſoul does not ſee to be his duty ꝝ 
and 0 promiſe lm nothing that does not 
appear to his moſt-imward ſenſe to be the ne. 
ceſſary conſequence of doing it. By k he ig 
acquainted with his forlorn condition; HH 
he needs do no more to diſeover to be truth; 
than to turn his eyes inward upon himſelf. 
Anda remedy is pointed out adequate to the 
diſeaſe; which tends to magnify the merey 
the wiſdom,; and the goodieſs of the Creator ? 
and 10 tie the creature n n 
er b Hi of a and eu. 


* — —— Glen there” is a be- 
tween duty and intereſt; and therefore ſuch a 
propenſity in every” ſober-thinking perſon to 
wiſh it to be true, that, from the declared o- 
pinions of others, better qualified to judge of 
the evidonce and to dcterralte, it gains be- 
lief; and char very belief, influencing the pra- 
ctice brings real tranquillity and happineſs 
in-this' life, bringing from confidence of the 
favour ofthe Almighty ;-a ſure earneſt of fu. 
2 ture 


| N t by - . the debauche dk | 
2 who bog men dad one | 
covered. Their fenen-walie tha: wiſh it may 
not, be true. Objections are rife in every 
corner ; and if. any inquiry is made into he 
proofs, it is with an intent e, 
_=_ then men. et c Pea, 500 
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— And LR 405 main vcobjefions ag That 
there is place for any objection againſt the 
certainty of revelation. Why, ſay thoſe rea- 
ſoners, if it had been the · intention of the Al- 
mighty, that what is called the revelation of 
his will ſhould have been believed by all man- | 
kigd to be ſuch; he would have accompanicd 

it with ſuch evidence as ſhould have been at 
firſt ſight ſuperior to all objections, and muſt 
have convinced and converted all infidels: 
but ſince he bas not done ſo, but, on the 
contrary, room js left for many objections, 
the concluſion i is juſt, that this pretended, re- 
velation is none of bis. And it it muſt be ad- 
mitted, the inference would be pretty juſt, 
on ſuppoſal of the Fe » That it was 
the 
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probate?" get i ot to be Tbiftro vet 


that it wis' in the power of the Almighty ü 0 


have accompanied revelation with 


ſtanding miracles; even as it was in his power | 


to have created man with a ſmaller ſhare” of 
free · will, and, by perpetual” interpoſition of 
his grace, to have prevented his actual defe- 
Qion from his duty. But upon what princi- 
ple is it ſuppoſed, that God intended, or 


ought to have intended, to extend his grace 


alike to all; to the obſtinate and flagitious, 
23 well as to the ſober and the humble ſinner? 
The diſcretion of men makes a wide diffe- 
rence between thoſe characters; and how can 
we be fre thar the julgment of God doe 
not ſo alſo? | To Mes | 


Tux mercy of God 8 3 an atone- 


ment tufficient to expi ate the ſins of all 1 man- 


kind who will take hold of i it. The wiſdom 
of God has contrived evidence ſufficient to 
convince all mankind, that ſuch atonement 
arouble to examine it. But then it is ſo con- 


E 3 trived, | 


ed, if they will give themſelves he 


— 


Is, the r wp: Ji bumble, h are con- | 
ſeious of their diſtreſs. by nature, and defirons | 
to be delivered from it. And them it reaches, 
becauſe they think it worth their while to in · 
quire after, and to examine it 3 whilſt it does 
not convinre, nor indeed can it . poſſibly; 
me proud and the ſtubborn, who Night the 
_ atonement provided fo much, and are ſo tho 
roughly averſe to comply with the condition 
upon which it is to be obtained; that without 
troubling their heads with the ns they 
Unſolently reje& the mercy'of the Moſt High. 
Who then can find fault with the divine good- 
neſs on this article ? The meek farely will 
not, and the proud, "who "have _—_— 
2 to blame, ought note. 


80 the _ of Fog ik cle cen 3 is ; phi. 
That the good and juſt God did not intend, 
that ſalvation thould reach thoſe deſperately 
wicked Sinners, who refuſed to accept of it. 
But this objejon weighs with thoſe 1 who. have 
never turned their thoughts upon. the beinouſ- 

mn neſs 


ok the, benigner 'of the 


De, fon dhe falle notions of generuſi 
| ey have encouraged in themſelyess 


8 F g 1 


kong entirely abde his juſtice and bs party. 


by *4 5 3 . "£3 


puniſhment. Here again the incomprehenſi- 
ble, the, infinitely, perfect Being, is. meaſured 
by. the ſpan of ae Jow,. bling. e crea-· 


9 Wie” 


ſured yy Slate puny 


once, that the Aoctrine is x. end, and 


in conſe 


jeg 


therefore falſe z. and, quence, *: 
jects the revelation which is aid, do alert ity 
without giving himſelf the trouble to examine 
the evidence that ſupports that revelation, or. 

to enquire whether the matter that thus ſhocks 
him, is really revealed. A careful inquiry 
might poſſibly ſatisfy him, that the perpetu · 
ity of puniſhments is not abſolutely affirmed; 
n js, ne to be inferred 
E 4 from 


ren. ſame bee pus. another obs. 
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rn be hin 15 
on, that the fevel 


is in very deed Mr giv of God; ad vicar 


diſpoſe him to believe whatever it clearly de- 
chares concerning. the Deity and bis ways, 
without conſidering how far that n or. 
mee 0 n conceits. ty 
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8 besein Rok hs mt WEIR 
priſing folly of the beer. Every 
new. obſervation,” every difcovery, which his 


<. 


Fagacity has been accidentally” led to wake in 


nature, and which blows up his pride, be⸗ 

comes o bim a freſh proof of his own weak · 
neſs and ſhort-ſightednefs, and of the immen- 
ity of the Heity, of the perfection of his wiſ-- 
dom, and of the tiſermability of bis ways to 
man in his preſent condition: and yet, from 
his narrow notions, he will pretend to de- 
cide what God ought, or . not; What 2 


he can, or cannot 40. . 5 +} 8103 
. : | F; 5 by * | bl ; 


infinite 5 wiſdom,” conttivatice,” 5 and power of 
the Creator, daily grow upon bim; new and 
We properties in matter, „ acting 

erring rules, and tending to the perfe-' 
ction of the whole,” hourly © pour in upon 


bim; ; the magnet, the microſcope, the tele- 


feope,” the priſin, the air- pump, the cruci- 
ble, electricity, c. furniſh him with com - 
pleat evidence, that he knows. nothing of the 

real nattire of matter; which he ſees, taſtes, 
and feels, "whereof he is in part compoſed, 
and in which he is at preſent: immerſed; and 
give him undoubted reaſons to conclude, 
that there may be, or rather that there are 
numberleſs other properties in matter, and 
rules of acting which it ſteadily purſues, of 
which he at preſent has no knowledge, and 
poſſibly, ſo W as he is confined to "_ 
never, . 


By ht means. then is KG Ms of the 
ſpiritual world, of which he neither has, nor 
can have any adequate idea ? A ſpirit acting 

in bimſelf he feels, and is conſcious of its 

| 5 9 17 actings; 
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add, i is all. hidden from . That — 
may be as many different claſſes of hoivits as 
there are tribes of animals or plants, he 
not deny, z though he can have no cone 
of the manner of their difference, 0 7 8 
-uſes for which. they may be in the creation. 
That the Creator is ſpirityal, he collects with 
certainty from the aſtoniſhing wiſdom and ar- 
nice of ſo much of the. univerſe as is diſclo- 
ſed to him; that he is good and bountiful | 
in a Re degree, bis works declare; and 
that he is poſſeſſed of all poſſible perfections, 
his ſelf exiſtence demonſtrates. But whence 
comes man to take upon him to determine, 
what perfection in any of his attributes is; 
eee eee, e far, and 
no farther; that his mercy requires he ſhould, 
or ſhould not do this or that ; or that his good; 
neſs ought, or ought not to operate on fuch 
an occaſion ? This, ſure, is the moſt aſto- 
- niſhing preſumption ! Suppoſing' him to bave 
an gar pane * of halte, Logs th and good- : 


op; 


an; hom dare he preſume to define, how fat 
the exerciſe of either of them may go? Com- 
attend conſci>uſneſs of our dimneſs of ſighr; 
wonld. direct us, hen any thing in the ways 
or will of God appears that we cannot ra 
count for to receive and acquieſee in it 
humble ſubmiſſion, * "Oi to . tu it 2 | 
; GIN nb e 2169105] a | 
| ts . FE Yep 
e $a when: we 8 the 
whole brute creation, animate ag well as ina- 
nimate, purſuing conſtantly, and without er- 
ring, the intention of God in their formati- 
on; and when we. obſerve, in that part of 
the rational creation which is known to us, 
the higheſt diſorder and confulion, rebellion 
againſt God, injuſtice. towards men, fraud 
and falſhood triumphant, virtue and ſinceri- 
ty deſpiſed and oppreſſed, and guilt contracted 
that muſt neceſſarily. terminate in puniſhment;. - 
all the eonſequence of: the freedom of will in 
man; let us not conclude, as madmen are apt 
to do, chat all actions are indifferent to the 
D or un * is to attend 


ſo. many millions of rational ee bee 
. fre 


* 


- 


os 5 is more certain, nne 
will. bas been the cauſe of tranſgreſſion in 
man; and that the Deity muſt have fore- 


known. the effects it was to produce. But are 


we ſure, that, in the fcale of effential juſtice, : 
it was not right and juſt to have created man 
in a ſtate of happineſs, with a fitneſs. and ca- 
pacity to preſerve that ſtate and to acquire 


one higher, and with a power to chuſe be- 


eween good and evil; with a ſanction, that 
if he preferred evil to good, he muſt bear the 
diſmal conſequences of that perverſe choice ? 
Do we perfectly know the nature of the ſove- 
reignty and right which the Creator has to diſ- | 
poſe of the creatures which he has made? Or 

are we acquainted with all the motives that 


Nee the 2 High to create man ſo qua- 
ne? | 


unbounded creation, could have flow. 
ed from the fate of man? Or is it clear, that 
we are intitled to judge of the fitneſs or uns 
fitneſs of any part of God's ways or works, 
without conſidering the relation it has to, and 
the effect it has on the whole? Until theſe 
_ queſtions meet with ſatisfactory anſwers, no- 
thing can be more ſilly than to conclude as 

F recthinkers do. 


— 8. 


: A SOBER man on the contrary, who ſees 
and laments the diſorders of mankind, will 
not give up the moral ſenſe of his ſoul as to 
the merit or demerit of human actions; 3 nor 
will he give up the juſtice or goodneſs of God, 
becauſe he cannot preciſely afſign the motive 
that induced the Deity to endue man with 
that proportion of free-will with which he is 
poſſeſſed; Full conviction of the infinite diſ- 
proportion that is between his limited under- 
ftanding, and that of the felf-exiſtent Being, 
leads him. to eonclude with certainty, that 
his not being able to comprehend any thing, boy 
Ee _ „ 
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M4 may entertain Mel, ts at leaſt 
pleaſantiy, in meditating on ſuch ſubjects: 
but, tho“ his invention ſhould fail of ſolv⸗ 
ing the difficulty, be will not on that account © 
deny principles, nor impeach. the {ports ot 
goodneſs: of his ene 


1 

TuAr the end of God in ereat ing man, « en · 
dued with free - will, and with that proportion of 
reaſon, and of appetites, where with he was 
poſſeſſed, was not to diſcover to himſelf what 
uſe man was to make of thoſe talents, muſt 
be evident to all who admit the omniſcience 
and preſcience of the Deity, But it is not fo. 
evident that one of the motives of the Crea- 
tor for framing man ſo qualified, may, not 
have been; to render his juſtice and his mer- 
ey conſpicuous to mankind; and to ſhew 
thoſe attributes, as well as the effects of free- 
will left to chuſe between the dictates of Rea- 
ſon and the bent of appetites, to other claſ- 


Tes of rational beings „to us at preſent un- 
known. 


Hap 


d the dict * s of. 3 e 0 "ha 

ey unerri gy done their duty, there would 
have been o occaſion for diſplaying the ju- 
ſtice or the mercy, of God. His immenſity, 
his eternity, his aſtoniſhing power, good 
neſs, and wiſdom were legible i in his works; 
and it ſeems unreaſonable to doubt, that 
one of the ends of the creation was, to ex- 
hibit to rational creatures compleat evidence 
of thoſe glorious attributes and qualities. But 
wales. hp ahead creature had . offended, 
nor any object for mercy. —_ 


_' Bzr0R#- any treſpaſs committed, every ra- 
tional being, that ſuppoſed revolting. againſt 
ſovereign goodneſs poſſible, muſt have con- 
cluded that the guilty deſerved to be, and 
would be purſued by the vengeance of the Om - 
nipotent. But in what manner juſtice re- 
quired that this vengeance ſhould be exerted, 
it could have no comprehenſion of; far leſs 
could it have any conception, that eff atial- 
dale ungratefully affronted, ſhould ſuffer 
thoughts 
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1 8 r the iduſt'of : Free-will has given occa- 
ſion to the manifeſtation of thoſt divine qua- 
ities, which otherwiſe * might have remained 7 
unknown to men and angels, in a light ſo 
diſtinguiſhed, as truſt needs produce admira - 


tion, with praiſe and adoration, and give a 


more noble and TRAIT iew of the e 
ction of the Deity. | 


Wr know but too well that man has fal. 8 


len; and the ſeripture acquaints us with the 


revolt of ſome of the angels. Their crime, 


we are told met with inſtant condemnation 


and puniſhment, but man's with a very dif- 
ferent uſage. The convicted and aſhamed 
offender had hopes of mercy immediately gi. 
ven him. Infinite wiſdom found means to 


ſatisfy eſſential. juſtice, and to make way for 
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* i e eee eee 43. a 
. ok wy 8 f this din 1 
gueſs at. The weakneſs, of. 9 
temptations he was liable to, we know; but | 

the. condition and temptation, of the trat 5 

preſſing, a gels, we, are not acquainted wich: 
If ve may however conjecture, their know- 
ledge 5 capacity, . and power was far beyond 
that of man ; and conſequently. their defecti- 
on leſs excuſable : and according] y. we find, 
their condemnation was by ſo much the more 
Prompt and ſevere. | Whereas, . with reſpe& 
to man , the execution of the ſentence, againſt 
bim was ſuſpended; mercy was offered; a 
method of reconciliation with the Deity was 
ſet on foot; £ repeated intimations. were mage 
by the clement Deity of this purpoſe | of grace; 
repeated and tene wed iuſlitutions were back- 
ed by divine authority, , ta recal men to their 

duty ; "he ſovereign and eſſentially juſt 
Lord of the univerſe was pleaſed to proclaim 
himſelf merciful and grac ious, long-ſuffering 


gl males; and, _ Krough a long ſucceſſion 
of 
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